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NOTICE OF RELEASE OF V C R n E  KIXJXCLISS 

The Texas A g r i c u l L u r a l  Cxpcrir,icr.t S t a t i o n ;  S o i l  C o n s c r v n t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  

U.S.  DL'rJ.?rfl;xnt of . I \ r , r icul turc ,  a n d  i i f i r i cu l  t u r n l  Rcscnrch,  S c j e ~ ~ c c  arid 

rl ' lc?asc- a:>.! n.?i;.i.i,g of \'crde k l c i n ~ r a r ; ~ .  I t  v.?s dcvclopcd by t h e  T c x o s  

Agrjct i l  t u r n l  E s p c r i m e n i  S t r \ t i o n ,  C O ~ I P L P , ~  S ~ n t j o n ,  Texas i n  coopr i -a t ion  

w i t h  S o i l  Cc\n.r.crvatinn S c r v i c c ,  am! Agricultural R c s c a r c h ,  U S D A .  

Vcrdc k l c i n g r a s s  (Pnn i c in i  c o l o r c l ~ u n ;  L . )  is a s y n t h e t i c  var i e tv  d e -  

lhc!  f i r s t  c y c l c  

_I_-- 

vctlo-,c,-l tl,rac:..h twa cyc le s  of natc ina l  l i n c  s o l e c t i o a .  

supcrioi p l a n t s  sc1ecLc.d i n  t h c  f i r s t  c y c l c .  L o  polycrosscs were invo1vi.d 

Ycrde h a s  bcen e v d l ~ t a t c d  f o r  sccd s i z e  a n d  sc-ctlling v ignr  i n  the 

laboratory, c o n t r o l 1  cd cnvirc~unicnt f n e i  li t jcs itiicl grccnhousc. S w d  1-i ny, 

e v 3 l u a t c ~ d  in rcplicaicd field t r j a l s .  Thc advntitagcs over t t ,c prctscncl y 



, 

a v a i l a b l e  c u l t i v a r  ( E l e j n g r a s s  75) a r e  (1) l e r g e r  seed acd ( 2 )  Improvcd 

s e e d l i n g  vigor .  Verdc: is e q u a l  or superior t o  K l e i n g r a s s  75 i n  forage  

q u a l i t y  and sccd p r o d u c t i o n ,  and equal t o  o r  s l i g h t l y  lower t h a n  k l e i n -  

grass i n  f o r a g e  p r o d u c t i o n .  

b i r d s ,  l a r g e r  seed w i l l  enhance i t s  value as a gamrbird  food s o u r c e .  Tlic 

While Kleiny, rass  75 i s  r e a d i l y  uscd  by 1;mc 

l a r g e r  seed a l s o  inipar  t i l i c r c a s c d  s e e d l i n g  v i g o r  whicn i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and e a r l y  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e  p r i m a r y  use i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  i n  

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  game b i r d  i n L c r c s t s  j n  Sou th  and C e n t r a l  Tc.xas. 

The new c u l t i v o r  g e t s  i t s  name from i t s  g r c e n  c o l o r  c o n t r a s t e d  t o  
4 

t h e  b l u i s h  t y p e s  found i n  t h e  same s p e c i e s .  The g r e e n  t y p e s  a l s o  g c n c r a l l y  

have  smaller s tems  and l e a v e s  t h a n  the b l u e  t y p e s .  

Three c l a s s e s  of seed (Brerders, F o u n d a t i o n ,  Cer t i  f icld) of Verde 

k l c i n g r a s s  are recognized .  

and Crop S c i e n c e s  D c p ~ ~ r t m e n t ,  Texas  A g r i c i i l t u r , ~ I  Exllcrimcnt S t n t i o L l .  

Founda t ion  seed w i l  1 h e  n s i n t a i i i c d  n i ~ l  d i s t r i h u t c d  by t h c  Foundat io i i  S(+cid 

Brecdcr seed  w i l l  b c  m n i n t a i n ? d  by  tlic S o i l  

Sc i ' v i ce ,  Tcxas A g r i r u l  t u f a 1  S t a t i o n .  

SuggesLed rc le i l sc  d a t e  f o r  Vcrdc k l . c i n g r a s s ,  A p r i l  1, 1981. 
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